
PPS Records for 64 Mt. Hope Avenue  Page 1 
 
 

PPS RECORDS FOR 
64 MOUNT HOPE AVENUE 

 
PLAT 006, LOT 442 

 
JOHN AND ANNIE F. RISTER HOUSE 

JOHN McLEOD & SON, builder 
Built 1916 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A 1-1/2 story, wood-frame, Bungalow-style, with a front dormered low-overhanging roof 
that covers a full-width porch and a centered front door, clad in wood shingles with a 
brick foundation. 
 
The house stands on a 4,367 sq. ft. lot on the north side of Mount Hope Avenue, 
between Hope Street and Hopedale Road.  The slightly irregular lot has about 40 feet of 
frontage and measures 110.83 feet deep on the western boundary and 100.40 feet 
deep on the eastern boundary.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
John (a foreman by occupation) and Annie Frances Rister purchased a house lot on 
Mount Hope Avenue from Harry Raynor in May 1916.  The lot contained approximately 
4,367 sq. ft.  The following month, the Risters obtained a building permit to have a 
single-family home built by John McLeod & Son.   A stone/concrete garage was 
constructed on the property between 1926 and 1937.   
 
Annie was widowed in 1924 and continued to own the house until 1930.  The property 
transferred to the DeGoey family, who maintained ownership for 37 years.   Thereafter, 
the Williamson family owned the house for approximately another 36 years.  Since the 
house was built, it has been in the hands of five families.   
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT1: 
 
In the 17th and 18th centuries, the East Side was very remote from the settled area of 
Providence and had limited accessibility or appeal for residential living.  Large 
farmsteads and country estates occupied most of the area east of Hope Street and 
north of Olney Street for nearly 200 years.  It was not until the mid 19th century that 
advances in public transportation began to make development of outlying areas more 
feasible, just as the concept of living in less urban, more naturalistic settings began to 
become a popular ideal.   
 

                                                      
1 From “Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence,” by Robert Owen Jones, 
published by the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, 1989. 



PPS Records for 64 Mt. Hope Avenue  Page 2 
 
 
In 1848 a farmstead that had belonged to the Fenner family since at least the late 18th 
century was subdivided for residential development by the heirs of Governor James 
Fenner, who had died in 1846.  The plat was located between today’s Camp Street on 
the west and Morris Avenue on the east, stretching from Locust Street on the south to 
Woodbine Street on the north.  (In a direct play to the emerging suburban ideal, the plat 
is entitled “A Plat of Cottage and Villa Lots,” and the cross streets are named for trees 
or other verdant images.)   
 
Another area adjacent to that plat was owned by the heirs of John B. Palmer, who in 
1895 commissioned a survey and platted subdivision of building lots, at which time 
Mount Hope Avenue was introduced.  This plat is entitled “The Mount Hope Plat of 
Building Lots in Providence RI Belonging to the Heirs of John B. Palmer.”  After 1902, 
the lots on the north side of Mount Hope Avenue were redrawn and reshaped.  The 
frontage for 64 Mount Hope Avenue was changed from 45 feet to 40 feet and its 
northern boundary was changed from 45.08 feet to 40.07 feet to yield its present size of 
4,367 sq. ft.  
 
Many of the house lots remained empty for decades, but once streetcar service was 
extended to the northern reaches of the East Side in the 1880s, development occurred 
more quickly. 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
The house is not listed in the National Register of Historic Places, nor is it part of a 
designated city historic district. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate VIII shows the future site of 64 Mount Hope Avenue lies within part of Arthur 
Fenner’s 36 acre “Aplin Farm.”  The farm is bounded on the west by horse pasture or 
green lane to Herrenden Lane (now Camp Street,) on the south by Olney Lane, and on 
the east by the Road to Providence (Morris Avenue.) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page B#4 (10) shows the block bounded 
by East Street (now Hope) on the east, Pleasant Street on south, Ivy Street on the west, 
and Cypress Street on the north.  The future site of 64 Mount Hope Avenue lies on land 
owned by J. B. Palmer. 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1, Plate H shows the 
block bounded by East Street (now Hope) on the east, Pleasant Street on south, Ivy 
Street on the west, and Cypress Street on the north.  The future site of 64 Mount Hope 
Avenue adjoins 233,633 sq. ft. of land owned by B. G. Pabodie.  Mount Hope Avenue 
does not exist. 
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1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 3, shows the block 
bounded by East Street (now Hope) on the east, Pleasant Street on south, Ivy Street on 
the west, and Cypress Street on the north.  The future site of 64 Mount Hope Avenue is 
on a large parcel of land that adjoins the property owned by B. G. Pabodie.  Mount 
Hope Avenue does not exist. 
 
1895:  “The Mount Hope Plat of Building Lots in Providence, RI Belonging to the Heirs 
of John B. Palmer,” surveyed and platted February 23, 1895 by Charles E. Paine, 
recorded in Plat Book 23, Page 8 and copied on Plat Card 0694:  this map is bounded 
by Mount Hope Avenue on the north, East Avenue (Hope Street) on the east, Pleasant 
Street on the south, Ivy Street on the west (dissected by a house lot “A”.)  The future 
site of 64 Mount Hope Avenue lies within lot numbered 23 containing 4,928 sq. ft.   The 
lot measures 45 feet along Mt. Hope Avenue by 110.85 feet on the western boundary 
by 45.08 feet on the northern boundary, and 108.19 feet on the eastern boundary.  The 
lot is the eighth lot west of Hope Street and the third lot east of Ivy Street.  Recorder of 
Deeds 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 5, shows the block 
bounded by Mt. Hope Avenue on the south, Ivy Street on the west, Cypress Street on 
the north, and  East Avenue (now Hope) on the east.  Mt. Hope Avenue is platted but 
undeveloped.  Ivy Street is dissected by a house lot.  The future site of 64 Mt. Hope 
Avenue lies within a 4,928 sq. ft. lot, which is the third lot east of Ivy Street.  There is a 
street car on Camp Street. 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 006 shows the block bounded by Mt. Hope Avenue on 
the south, Ivy Street on the west, Cypress Street on the north, and Hope Street on the 
east.   Ivy Street is dissected by a house lot.  The future site of 64 Mt. Hope Avenue lies 
within Lot #442, a 4,928 sq. ft. lot, which is the third lot east of Ivy Street and the eighth 
lot west of Hope Street.  There are no buildings or owners shown on this map. 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 11 shows the block 
bounded by Mt. Hope Avenue on the south, Ivy Street on the west, Cypress Street on 
the north, and Hope Street on the east.  Ivy Street dead-ends at house lots on Mt. Hope 
Avenue.   The section of Ivy Street on the south has been renamed to be a continuation 
of Mt. Hope Avenue (now Hopedale.)  The lots on the block have also been 
reconfigured since 1895.  The Rhode Island Institute for the Deaf owns most of the 
block.  The future site of 64 Mt. Hope Avenue lies on land owned by J. B. Palmer.  The 
area is partially developed.  There are streetcars on Hope and Camp Streets.     
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows an 
irregular block bounded by Mt. Hope Avenue on the south and west, Ivy Street on the 
west, Locust and Cypress Streets on the north, and Hope Street on the east.  Ivy Street 
and Hopedale Road are dissected by a house lot.  The Rhode Island Institute for the 
Deaf owns most of the block.  On the third lot west of Hope Street, at #64 Mt. Hope 
Avenue, there is a frame house on a 4,387 sq. ft. lot owned by J. Rister.  The area is 



PPS Records for 64 Mt. Hope Avenue  Page 4 
 
 
developed and water and sewer is on the street.  There are streetcars on Hope and 
Camp Streets.  Reference to the Mount Hope Plat. 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows an 
irregular block bounded by Mt. Hope Avenue on the south and west, Ivy Street on the 
west, Locust and Cypress Streets on the north, and Hope Street on the east.  Ivy Street 
and Hopedale Road are dissected by a house lot.  The Rhode Island Institute for the 
Deaf owns most of the block.  On the third lot west of Hope Street, at #64 Mt. Hope 
Avenue, there is a frame house on a 4,387 sq. ft. lot owned by A. Rister.  The area is 
developed and water and sewer is on the street.  There are streetcars on Hope and 
Camp Streets.  Reference to the Mount Hope Plat. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows an 
irregular block bounded by Mt. Hope Avenue on the south and west, Ivy Street on the 
west, Locust and Cypress Streets on the north, and Hope Street on the east.  Ivy Street 
and Hopedale Road are dissected by a house lot.  The Rhode Island Institute for the 
Deaf owns most of the block.  On the third lot west of Hope Street, at #64 Mt. Hope 
Avenue, there is a frame house and stone/concrete garage on a 4,387 sq. ft. lot owned 
by J. DeGoey et al.  The area is developed and water and sewer is on the street.  There 
are streetcars on Hope and Camp Streets.  Reference to Mount Hope (John B. Palmer 
heirs). 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
DB 560/478:  On May 25, 1916, Harry Raynor of Cumberland, sold a certain lot of land 
with all buildings and improvements thereon to John Rister and his wife Annie Frances 
Rister.  The lot was described as follows:  situated 365 feet westerly from the northwest 
corner of Hope Street and Mount Hope Avenue, thence westerly 40 feet, northerly 
110.85 feet, easterly bounding on land belonging to the State of Rhode Island 40.07 
feet, thence southerly 108.48 feet, more or less.  The deed restricted use and setbacks. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
On June 19, 1916, building permit #1531 was issued to John Rister and wife of 116 
West Clifford Street, to build a new wood, single story, single- family dwelling at a cost 
of $3,800.  Builder:  John McLeod & Son. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
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No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
City 
 
1916:   John Rister, foreman, lived at 116 W. Clifford Street. 
1917:   John Rister, foreman, lived at 64 Mt. Hope Avenue. 
 
House 
 
1918:  64 Mt. Hope Avenue vacant. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title (Assessor’s Office) 
 
John B. Palmer Est. owned the property as of June 1, 1897. 
Harry Rayner, Cumberland, owned the property as of January 2, 1913. 
John Rister and wife Annie F., Jt. Ten., owned the property as of June 15, 1916. 
Annie F. Rister, widow, owned the property as of June 16, 1924. 
John R. DeGoey and wife Allice G. and Robert G. DeGoey, Jt. Ten., owned the property 

 as of April 1930. 
Allice G. and Robert G. DeGoey, Jt. Ten., owned the property as of December 1950. 
Robert G. DeGoey owned the property as of December 1966.  Reference R.E. Memo  

75/25. 
Hugh E. Williamson and wife Evelyn, Jt. Ten., owned the property as of November 13, 

 1967.  Reference DB 1144/1097. 
James D. and Maggie B. Slavet owned the property as of October 1, 2004. 
Mark S. and Beth Bauer owned the property as of November 15, 2005. 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
May 2008 
 


